CHAP. VL3                THREE   GBEAT  BELI0I0NS.

Emperor claims to be the authorised charge d'affaires or chief
agent and intercessor for his country with the Supreme Powers.
And the Chinese Government has this advantage, that although
its dynasty is to some degree foreign, it is nevertheless not so
far ahead of or apart from the prevailing intellectual standard
among its subjects that it cannot recognize or treat with reli-
gions of low or incongruous types without offending the public
opinion of some influential body among its subjects. A. Chris-
tian or Mahomedan Government can at most accord unwilling
recognition to creeds of a totally different species. But the
Chinese Imperial Government seems able to work with -and
to derive support from at least three great religions of very-
diverse character : the Confucian system, the Buddhist
Church with its Orders, and the Taonist worship of innu-
merable magical genii and Nature gods.

All accounts of China agree generally in describing these
three forms of religion as existing  separately and  indepen-
dently,   although   they  have   influenced    and   coloured  one
another.     And if this be their condition (although  no   one
can feel  sure   of understanding  religions who has not been
among the   people  who   practise  them)  it   seems   certainly
remarkable   that  in China, which possesses an  ancient and
comparatively \ uninterrupted  civilization, and  a  highly cen-
tralized government, the various beliefs and worships should
not have coalesced, in the course of inany centuries, into some
comprehensive national religion.     Even in India, where the
whole country has never fallen under complete political cen-
tralization, and where everything has  aided  to  prevent  the
regular growth of one religion, all the indigenous rituals and
theologic  ideas  axe  more   or less grouped  under the ample
canopy of Brahinanism, which has an easy pantheistic method
of accommodating all comers.    And in other countries some
sort of general religion almost invariably develops itself accord-
ing to circumstances; it selects, rejects* improves, and com-
bines the elements of the various creeds and worships which it
gradually supersedes; and the more it predominates, the faster
it annexes or absorbs.    There may remain formidable schisms
or parties, worshipping -different gods, or iridely at variance on